[Acute myocardial infarction in childhood. Report of 2 cases].
We review two cases of agenesis of the left coronary trunk, a very rare congenital malformation. Both patients presented at our children's hospital with acute myocardial infarction, the mortality rate of which is high in infancy and childhood. The most common causes of myocardial infarction are anomalous origin of left coronary artery and Kawasaki disease. Less common causes are myocarditis and absence of the left coronary artery. The patients' main symptoms of acute myocardial infarction were non-specific--dyspnea and feeding problems--as is usual in acute coronary disease in children. A definitive diagnosis was made by cardiac catheterization. Both patients required surgery: saphenous vein bypass graft in one case and heart transplantation in the second. We describe both cases and review the literature.